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been concentrated on a very different matter; a wild move-
ment attended by a frightful outbreak of crime had been
sweeping over large parts of the country. As we have seen,
the Anglican Church had retained its tithe; the commutation,
advocated by Pitt and Grattan half a century before, had not
been carried out; a feeble attempt in that direction, recently
made, had practically had hardly any results. As the popula-
tion of Ireland increased and the land became more and more
divided into little tillage holdings, the grievance of the impost
was more acutely felt; it was in fact a gross wrong, which the
Catholic occupier of the soil, made aware of his power by the
events of late years, could not be expected patiently to endure.
The collection of the tithe, too, had for some time been made-
more onerous, in not a few instances, by Protestant clergymen
of extreme views; and Orange faction had given them sinister
support. O'Connell pronounced against tithe, with no uncer-
tain voice; the Catholic priesthood, angry perhaps that the
State had made no provision for them, came again enthusiasti-
cally to his aid; the power of the Catholic Association, though
nominally suppressed, was arrayed to some extent on behalf of
the new cause. It should be observed however that, on this
occasion, O'Connell and his satellites were not able to keep
the forces of disorder down, as had been the case from 1823
to 1829; indeed O'Connell made scarcely an attempt of the s
kind. The Catholic peasantry took the matter into their own
hands; the payment of tithes was resisted in many counties;
the efforts of the law and of a strong government proved
utterly unable to enforce payment The Tithe War, as it was
not improperly called, raged with little intermission for several
years; and in two or three places bloody encounters occurred
between the Constabulary and the half-armed levies they met.
But these were not the worst symptoms; the crusade against
Tithe was backed by the Whiteboy system, at times quiescent,
but never defunct; and the machinery of that organisation of